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THIS catalog describes PRESTO Record­
ing and Transcription equipment, asso­

ciated amplifier units, accessories and 

replacement parts. 

The complete line of PRESTO recording 
discs, and cutting and reproducing stylii 
are described in a separate folder. 

A small stuffer (31f2" x 61/4") completely 
describing PRESTO discs and stylii is avail­
able to distributors for their mailing lists. 
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INTRODUCTION 

THE Presto Recording Corporation manufac­
tures recording and transcription equipment, 

associated amplifiers and accessories, and record­
ing discs. These products are made available to 
the ultimate customer through a selected group 
of radio parts distributors chosen so as to ade­
quately serve. all sections of the country . Our 
accredited distributors carry an adequate stock 
of equipment and discs to serve the ultimate cus­
tomer with the least possible delay. Certain of 
the heavier types of equipment may not be 
carried in stock but most distributors will have 

Ordering 
All merchandise should be ordered by de­

scription together with the type number or code 
word. When a group of associated equipment is 
specified, careful consideration should be given 
to the correct combinations of units and acces­
sories. The representative and distributor can 
recommend the best combinations of equipment. 

All shipments from the factory are F.O.B. 
New York City and are made by fast freight 
unless otherwise requested. 

Presto is equipped with Western Union tele­
printer - Address - Presto Recording Corp., 
WUX, New York. 

Terms 
Net 30 days. Prompt payment discount is not 

offered. 

Modifications 
The Presto Recording Corp. will occasionally 

modify the design of certain products and as­
sumes no obligation to incorporate any of such 
modifications in equipment previously sold. 

Guarantee 
Presto equipment is guaranteed against de­

fects in workmanship and materials for 90 days 
after receipt by the customer. For service under 
the guarantee the equipment should be returned, 

demonstrators on hand and will be able to obtain 

rapid delivery of additional units. 

The Presto distributor is supervised in sales 

and technical matters by Presto fadory repre­

sentatives whose services are also available to 
the ultimate customer for assistance in selecting 

equipment and for technical advice. 

Foreign sales are handled by exclusive export 

agents and in Canada by an exclusive factory 

representative. 

prepaid, to the distributor from whom purchased. 
Replacement equipment, if required, will be sup­
plied through the distributor by Presto. Distribu­
tors and their customers should jointly complete 
the guarantee card supplied with all equipment 
and return this card to Presto at the time the 
sale is made. 

Returning Equipment 
Before returning equipment to the factory, 

distributors must write for a return authorization, 
and give the equipment model and serial num­
bers, and date equipment was originally received 
from Presto. 

When all of the standard equipment normally 
included in any model is not desired, correct 
information regarding price deductions should 
be obtained. Full prices of most parts are not 
deductible. 

Prices are subject to change without notice. 
Notice of proposed price changes will be given 
as far in advance of the effective date as is 
possible. 

Prices are not shown in this catalog. Pur­
chasers are to refer to the Presto net consumer 
price list. 
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PRESTO NIODEL "A" RECORDER 

THE model A recorder is composed of the 
finest grade of equipment throughout. Proof 

of its exceptional performance is the fact that 
it is used extensively by all three of the major 
broadcasting networks as well as the largest 
phonograph record manufacturers and com­
mercial transcription studios. It makes lateral re­
cordings that reproduce the widest frequency 

range with the lowest background noise level 
possible to obtain under practical operating 
conditions. 

The model A equipment forms two complete re­
cording channels capable of recording continu­
ously, recording two different 15 minute tran­
scriptions simultaneously or making two duplicate 
transcriptions of the same 15 minute program. 

SPECIFICATIONS 
Standard Equipment: Includes one 28-N turntable unit 
end one 200-A amplifier unit. 

The 28-N turntable unit is composed of two 8-N record­
ing turntables mounted in a 12-A table equipped with 
86-C control panel. The 200-A amplifier unit conta ins 
one 50-B radio tuner, two 85-B recording amplifiers, three 
40-B pre-amplifiers, one 43-A line amplifier, one 130-B 
mixing panel, one 42-A patching panel and associated 
power supplies mounted and wired in a 68" fully enclosed 
relay rack. Accessories required for the operation of this 
recorder include microphones, discs and needles. 

Frequency Response: Amplifiers , 30 to I 5,000 cycles ; 
un i.form within 2 db ; cutting heads, 50 to I 0,000 cycles. 

6 
(Former Number 1001-B) 

Pick ups, for checking purposes only, 70 to 7,500 cycles. 

Noise Level: Total of all electrical and mechanical noise, 
originating in equipment over 40 db below maximum 
useful sound level reproduced from the recordings. 

Impedances: Inputs to pre-ampl ifiers 50/ 200 ohms. Input 
and output impedances of amplifiers 500 ohms. Cutters 
and pickups, 500 ohms. Radio tuner output, 500 ohms. 

Gain : Pre-amplifiers, 36 db. Record ing amplifiers , 90 db. 

Radio Tuner: Band pass TRF type, tuning range: 500 to 
1750 kc. Average output level 0 db . Selectivity at 1,000 
kc. , minus 5 db at 18 kc. limits . 
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Power Output: Recording amplifiers, 10 watts. 
Tube Complement: PreJmplifiers, I st 6-S-Q-7-2nd 6-S­
J-7. Recording amplifiers I st stage 2 type 6-S-J-7; 2nd 
stage 2 type 6-S-J-7; 3rd stage 2 type 6-L-6's P.P.; recti­
fier type 5Z3 . Radio tuner I st 6-S-K-7 , 2nd 6-S-K-7 de­
tector 6-H-6, I st Audio 6-C-5, Rectifier 5-Z-4. Preamplifier 
Power Supply rectifier I type 80. Line amplifier I st stage 
2 6-S-J- 7; 2nd staqe one 6-S-N-7. 
Controls: Tile 86-C panel contains controls for two inde­
pendent recording channels each consisting of a gain 
control, cutter and equalizer changeover switches for 
continuous recording, volume indicator meter and a switch 
for selecting the equalizer peak frequency. Also, a 
selector switch for each recording table which connects 
the cutting head and equalizer control to either amplifier 
channel. In addition, there is a pickup changeover key. 
Amplifier controls include the radio tuner dial, power 
switch and volume control, the selector switches for 
connecting the amplifiers to play or record from the 
radio, playback records, record from the microphone or 
operate as a Public Address system. Separate volume 
controls are supplied on each amplitier; also, three mixer 
controls on the outputs of the preamplifiers. Toggle 
switches change the input impedance of the preampli­
fiers to 50/ 200 ohms as desired. 
The 42-A patching panel contains 24 double jacks for con­
nections to various program lines. Connections for the 
turntables, microphones and power leads are brought out 
to terminal blocks at the rear of the cabinet. 
Microscope: Magnification, 40 power, equippEJd with ex­
tension arm and light. Field in focus, 7 grooves. 
Cutting Pitch: Standard feedscrews cut I 12 lines an inch, 
inside-out. Feedscrews for 96 or 120 lines an inch inside­
out, or outside-in substituted at purchaser's request. 
Speed Accuracy: Within .5% at both 78 and 331/J RPM. 
Regulation within a single revolution is accurate to .25%. 
Power Requirements: Standard equipment draws 500 
watts on a I IO volt, 60 cycle line. Available for other 
voltages and frequencies without additional charge. 
Operating Clearances: Overall clearance required for 
28-N turntable unit; L-64" X D-32" X H-53" ( 163 X 81 
X 135 cm.) The 12-A table mounts the turntables 44" 
( I 12 cm.) above the floor level for operating from a stand­
ing position. Amplifier dimensions are W-23" X D-18" X 
H-68" (58 X 46 X 173 cm.). 
Finish: The 12-A table is finished in smooth gray enamel, 
all metal parts in gray crackle enamel with chromium 
trim. 
Shipping Dimensions and Weight for Model A Recorder: 
The complete model A Recorder is packed for shipment 
in three cases. 

Case No. I contains: 28-N recorder less overhead mecha­
nisms, microscopes, idler wheels and pickup heads. 

Case No. 2 contains : 200-A rack amplifier, less tubes. 
Case No. 3 contains: Overhead mechanisms, microscopes, 

idler pulleys, pickup heads, and tubes. 

TYPE DESCRIPTION 

28-N Turntable Unit 
200-A -',,mplifier Unit 

TYPE 200-A AMPLIFIER UNIT 

The 28-N recorder packed for shipment weighs 620 lbs. 
(281 kg.) . The 200-A rack amplifier packed for shipment 
weighs 490 lbs. (222 kg .). The accessories packed for ship­
ment weigh 125 lbs. (57 kg.) . 

PRICE CODE 
·-

AMORE 
AMANK 

PRESTO RECORDING CORPORATION 
NEW YORK, U. S. A. 
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PRESTO 8-N RECORDING TURNTABLE 

A PRECISION instrument embodying the finest mate­

rials and workmanship throughout, designed in col­

laboration with engineers of the largest recording studios 

to include all of the operating conveniences necessary 

to produce consistent, high quality work. 

Added weight and size in the turntable, turntable bear­

ing, mounting base and overhead mechanism serve to 

keep this equipment in perfect operating condition over 
long periods without adjustment, a feature of primary 
importance in busy recording studios. 

The 8-N turntable records the widest frequency range 
with the lowest background noise obtainable on lateral 
recordings. It is particularly recommended to studios mak­
ing master recordings fo, the production of commercial 
pressings. 

SPECIFICATIONS 
Standard Equipment:.The 8-N recorder consists of a 
turntable, motor drive system and overhead cutting mech­
anism mounted on a cast iron base equipped with shock­
proof mountings. The 128-N cutting mechanism includes 
the 1-D high fidelity cutting head , 15-B spiralling feed­

screw, 20-A time scale, 170-B vertical damper and 160-A 
automatic equalizer. Also included are the 125-A micro­
scope and 150-C pickup. Accessories necessary to oper­
ate the 8-N table include recording amplifier, micro­
phone, discs and needles. 

Turntable: Cast iron, accurately machined and dynam­
ically balanced, weight 20 lbs., equipped with a hardened 
steel shaft which revolves on a single ball bearing at the 
base of a bronze shaft well. Provision is made for tighten­
ing the bearing to compensate for wear. 

8 
(Former Number 101 3-B) 

Drive System: A heavy duty, self-starting synchronous 
motor applies power to the inside rim of the turntable 
through a steel pulley and two specially designed rubber 
idler wheels, one for 78 RPM and the other for 33½ RPM. 
The speed shift lever operates the motor switch and 
engages the idler wheels. Provision is made for locking 
the speed shift lever in place. Adjustable stops regulate 
the pressure against the idler wheels. 

Mounting Base: Cast iron, weight 60 lbs., provided with 
four shockproof mountings to attenuate vibration from 
external sources. 

Cutting Mechanism: The 128-N cutter mechanism consists 
of a heavy machined guide bar which swings from a 
post mounted on the base. A flange which fits over the 
turntable shaft drives the feedscrew through a worm and 
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gear. The entire mechanism moves to a rest at the rear 
of the turntable when not in use. Provision is made for 
quickly adjusting the alignment of the cutting mechan­
ism with the turntable and base. The spiral ling attachment 
makes it possible to space grooves up to 1/i" apart at 
convenient crank speeds. The time scale is foursided show­
ing elapsed recording time at pitches of 96, I 04, I 12 or 
120 lines an inch. 

Cutting Head Carriage: The cutting head is mounted on 
an apron , hinged to permit a rough adjustment of the 
cutting angle. This adjustment is locked by means of a 
thumbscrew. Fine adjustment of the cutting angle is made 
by the large thumbscrew at the top of the carriage. The 
cutting head may be swung outward to change cutting 
needles and replaced without disturb ing the cutting angle . 
Levers are provided for lowering the cutting needle on 
the di sc and for engaging the carriage with the feed 
screw. The vertical damper is mounted on a rocker arm 
beneath the carriage. Feedscrews can be changed quickly 
by loosen ing one thumbscrew. The depth of cut is adjusted 
by a counterbalance spring. 

Microscope: Magnification 40 power, area in foc us , 7 

grooves , equipped with rigid cast iron mounting bracket , 
lamp and reflector. 

Frequency Response: Cutting head 50 to I 0,000 cycles, 
pickup 70 to 7,500 cycles. 

Noise Level: Mechanical noise originati~g in equipment 
over 40 db below maximum useful sound level reproduced 
from recordings. 

Impedances: Cutting head 500 ohms, picku p 500 ohms. 

Cutting Pitch: Standard feedscrew cuts I 12 lines an inch 
inside-out. Feedscrews for 96 , I 04 or 120 lines an inch 
inside.out or outside-in subst ituted at purchaser's request. 

Speed Accuracy: Within .5% at both 78 and 33113 RPM . 
Regulatior, within a single revolution accurate to .25%. 

Power Requirements: Turntable motor draws I 00 watts 
from a 110 volt 60 cycle line. Available fo r 50 cycles or 
220 volts at no additional charge. 

Operating Clearances: 
Overall clearance necessary for operating 8-N cha ssis 
only : W-27" x D-27" x H- 18". (69 x 69 x 46 cm .). 

Mounting dimension of base : 20" x 20". (5 I x 51 cm .). 

Operating clearances for 8-N table : in cabinet H-53 " x 
W-27" x D-27". ( 135 x 69 x 69 cm.). 

The 4-A cabinet mounts the turntable 44" ( I 12 cm .) 
above floor level, suitable for operating from a stand 
ing position. 

TYPE DESCRIPTION 

Finish: The 4-A cabinet is finished in smooth gray enamel. 
Metal parts of the 8-N equipment are finished in gray 
crackle enamel with chromium trim. 

Shipping Dimensions and Weights for the 8-N Turntable: 
Case No. I contains: The 8-N recorder , less overhead 

mechanism , microscope, idler wheels and pickup head. 
Weighs 120 lbs. (54 kg.). 

Case No. 2 contains : The overhead mechanism, micro­
scope, idler wheels and pickup head . Weighs 55 lbs. 
(25 kg .). 

Case No. 3 will contain: The 4-A cabinet if ordered. 
Weighs 70 lbs. (32 kg .). 

PRICE CODE 

8-N Recording turntable chassis only ALLEX 
.8-N Recording turntable in 4-A cabinet ALBAB 

PRESTO RECORDING CORPORATION 
NEW YORK, U. S. A. 

ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 
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PRESTO 8D and 8D-G RECORDERS 

THE Presto 8D and 8D-G recorders represent a 
marked improvement in the design of equip­

ment for the most exacting requirements. Broad­
cast stations, recording studios, laboratories, and 
educational institutions offering courses in radio, 
will find this type of equipment adequate for the 
finest instantaneous and master recordings . The 
equipment has proven its ability to stand up un­
der continuous operation for long periods of time. 
Its design provides the operator with unusual 
flexibility and easy manipulation of controls. 

The 8D and 8D-G are identical except the former 
is a rim driven type and the latter is directly gear 
driven at both 33 % and 78.26 rpm. The 8D may 
be purchased without a cabinet but a cabinet is 
always included with the 8D-G because the drive 
mechanism is mounted at the factory as an in­
tegral part of the whole assembly. The 8D re­
corder consists of a heavy cast iron base contain ­
ing the motor and driving idlers, the turntable 
bearing and the multiple grooved pulleys control­
ling the cutting pitch. The overhead is cl cantilever 
firmly supported at its right end and arranged to 

10 

swing to the rea r when changing records. No 
contact with the turntable is required. The feed 
screw driven by a shaft passing up through the 
support casting at the right hand end of the over­
head assembly has a built-in reversing gear 
for changing di rection of feed. 

The 8D-G is equipped with a direct gear drive in 
place of the rim drive of the 8D. Separate motors 
are employed for 33 % and for 78.26 rpm and 
selection of speed is made by actuating a special 
double-throw mercury switch. The design of the 
drive has completely eliminated the need for a 
mechanical speed change. Both motors are al­
ways engaged mechanically but only one motor 
at a time is in operation - the other motor re­
mains at rest and is not carried along by the ro­
tating mechanism. Adequate isolation of the 
drive mechanism from the turntable is accom­
plished by a mechanical filter. The design and 
construction of the transmission unit produces a 
mechanism of extreme accuracy which is, never­
theless, very rugged and composed of unusually 
few parts . 
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SPECIFICATIONS 
Speed Accuracy: For 8D-G, no deviation from 331/J and 

78 .26 rpm . For 8D, within 0.5 % at both 331/J and 

78 .26 rpm. 

Pitch: Adjustable to cut 88, 96, 104, 112, 120, 128 or 

136 lines per inch, inside-out or outside-in with the same 

feedscrew. 

Noise Level: Mechanical noise originating in the 8D-G 

equipment over 50 db below program level ; In the 8D 

equ ipment over 40 db below program level. 

Impedance: 1-D cutting head 500 ohms; 15 ohms avail ­

able. 
l, 

Frequency Response: 50 - 10,000 cps. Refer to 1 D cir­

cular. 

Power Requirements: Approximately 100 watts from 

a 115 volt, 60 cycle, single phase line. Motors are of the 

1800 rpm synchronous type and are available for other 

voltages and frequencies at additional cost. 

Microscope: Magnifkation 40 power, area in focus -

7 grooves, equipped with rigid cast aluminum mounting 

bracket and a special lamp for illumination of the 

g rooves. 

Operating Clearances: 8D-G overall clearance 35 x 
23 x 53 inches ( 89 x 58 x 135 cm); 8D without cabinet 

31 x 18 x 19¼ Inches (79 x 46 x 49 cm) . 

Shipping Dimensions and Weights: The 8D-G is pack­

ed in two wooden crates . Crate No. 1 containing the re­
corder, gear drive and cabinet, is 41 x 30 x 56 Inches 

( 104 x 76 x 142 cm). Weight: 572 lbs I 258 kg); Crate 

No. 2 containing the turntable, microscope, control box 
or panel, stroboscope, and dash pot fluid is 26 x 19 x 

18 Inches I 66 x 48 x 46 cm) . Weight : 53 lbs I 24 kg) . 
The 8D is packed in two wooden crates . Crate No. 1 

containing the recorder, without cabinet, is 36 x 23 x 24 

Inches (91 x 58 x 61 cm) . Weight : 153 lbs (69 kg); 

Crate No. 2 containing the turntable, microscope, control 

box or panel, stroboscope, dash pot fluid, and idler 
wheels is similar to crate No. 2 of the 8D-G. 

Twin Motor Drive 

PRESTO RECORDING CORPORATION 
NEW YORK, U. S. A. 

ALL PRICES SUBJ.ECT TO CHANwE WITHOUT NOTICE 
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PRESTO 6-N Turntable 

THE PRESTO 6-N recording turntable is offered as a 
replacement unit for the Presto 6-D recording turn­

table over 1500 of which are now in operation in broad­
casting stations and instantaneous recording studios. It 
includes all the basic equipment needed to make record­
ings of commercial quality. 

The 6-N recorder is an improvement on the 6-D 1n the 
following respects: 

I. The overhead cutting mechanism has been redesigned 
so that it is removable as a unit from the turntable 
and fits into a pocket inside the carrying case for 
safer transportation. 

2. The cutting head mounting has been redesigned so 
that the weight rests entirely on two slider bars. This 
facilitates changing feedscrews and gives more accu­
rate groove spacing. 

3. Mechanical vibration is greatly reduced by the use of 
a heavier turntable base in which the turntable bear­
ing and overhead cutting mechan is m mounting are 
cast as an integral part preventing changes in align­
ment wth age or use. 

4. The speed shift lever has a locking arm which holds 
it firmly in place against the stop pin. 

5. The design of the overhead mechanism permits quick 
alignment of the mechanism with the turntable. 

SPECIFICATIONS 
Standerd Equipment: The 6-N recording turntable consists of a 
turntable , 

1
motor drive system and overhead cutting mechanism 

mounted on o cost aluminum base. The 116-N overhead cutting 
mechanism inc ludes the 1-D high fidelity cutting head, 15-B spira l-

12 

ling feed screw, the 170-A vertical damper and the 20-A time scale . 
Accessory equipment which may be added to the 6-N recorder if 
desired includ es the 160-A automatic equalizer, the 125-A micro­
scope and the 1-B carrying case or -4-A wood mounting cabineT. 
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6-N chassis in a -4-A floor mounting cabinet 

Turntable: Cast aluminum accurately machined and dynamically 
balanced. Weight IO lbs. Equipped with a hardened steel shatt 
which revolves on a single ball bearing at the base of a bronze 
bushed shaft well. 

Drive System: A self-sta rting, synchronous motor applies power at 
the inside rim of the turntable through a steel pulle,y and two rubbe r 
idler wheels, one for 78 RPM, the other for 33½ RPM. The speed 
shift lever operates the motor switch and engages the idler wheels. 
Adjustable stops regulate the pressure against the idler wheels . .. 

Mounting Base: Cast aluminum heavily ribbed for rigidity. IO lbs. 
heavier than base previously furnished with 6-D recorder. 

Cutting Mechanism: The 116-N cutter mechanism swings from a 
cast, bronze bushed bearing in the turntable base. A flange which 
fits over the turntable shaft drives the feed screw thrvugh a worm 
and gear. The entire mechanism moves to a rest at one side of 
the turntable when not in use . Provision is made for quick, accurate 
alignment of the cutting mechanism with the turntable and base. 
The spiralling feed screw makes it possible to space grooves up to 
1h" apart at convenient crank speeds. A time scale shows the 
elapsed recording time at both 78 and 33½ RPM at cutting pitches 
of 96-104-112 and 120 lines an inch. 

Cutting Head Carriage: The cutting head is mounted on an apron, 
hinged for quick adjustment of the cutting angle. A cam lever is 
provided for lowering the cutting needle on the disc . A 'knob on 
the cutter carriage lowers the feed finger under spring tension on 
the feed screw. The vertical damper for eliminating rumble or flutter 
due to vertical modulation is mounted beside the cutter carriage. 
The depth of cut is adjusted by a counterbalance spring . Feed 
screws can be changed quickly by loosening one thumb screw. Th e 

TYPE DESCRIPTION 

6-N Turntable chassis only 

6-N Turntable in 1-B carrying case 

6-N Turntable in -4-A cabinet 

Overhead mechanism is carried inside case, 

driving gear on the feed · screw is permanently mounted and en• 
gaged with the worm on the drive shaft so that it cannot be dam­
aged when feed screws are changed. 

Frequency Response: Cutting head 50 to I 0,000 cycles, pi ckup 70 
to 7,500 cycles. 

Noia• Level: Mechanical noise originating in equipment 35-40 db . 
below maximum useful sound level reproduced from recordings. 

Impedances: Cutting head 8 ohms or 500 ohms as ordered, pickup 
500 ohms. 

Cutting Pitch: Standard feed screw cuts 112 lines an inch inside-out. 
Feed screws for 96, I 04 or 120 lines an inch inside-out or outside-in 
substituted at purchaser's request. 

SpHd Accuracy: Within .5% at both 78 and 33 1/J RPM. Regulation 
witnin a single revolution accurate to .25%. 

Power Requirements: Turntable motor draws 60 watts from a 110 volt 
60 cycle line. Available for 50 cycles or 220 volts at no additional 
charge. 

Operating Dimensions and Weight: With case closed the b-N turn­
table measures 201/~ " x 20" x 15" ( 52 x 51 x 38 cm.), weighs 82 lbs •. -
(37 kg.) . 

Finish: Carrying case, gray leatherette, cabinet two tone gray en­
amel, metal parts gray enamel with chromium trim. 

Shipping Dimensions and Weight: The 6-N table is packed for ship­
ment in e cese measuring 36" x 28" x 19" (91 x 71 x -48 cm.), weigh­
ing 140 lbs. (64 kq.). 

PRICE CODE 

DONOR 

DONEB 

DOANE 

PRESTO RECORDING CORPORATION 
NEW YORK, U. S. A. 
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PRESTO MODEL "F" RECORDER 

A MEDIUM priced recording installa­
/-\. tion for radio stations that record 
half hour programs for delayed broad­
casts, schools that record half and one 
hour educational programs and personal 
recording studios that require facilities for 
dup licating records or re-recording 15 
minute transcriptions on 78 RPM records 

that can be played in the home ... 
Equipped with the highest quality Presto 
cutting heads and an amplifier designed 
especially for recording , the model F re­
corder may be expected to make records 
comparable in quality to those made on 
the highest priced equipment. 

SPECIFICATIONS 
Standard Equipment: The model F recorder con­
sists of two 75-A 16" recording turntables and 
an 87-C amplifier completely wired and mounted 
in the 93-A table . 

14 
(Former N umber 1005-B) 

The 16" dual speed turntables are equipped with 
Presto high fidelity cutting heads, vertical 
dampers, time scales and an underneath cutter 
feed mechanism that may be adjusted instantly 
to cut from outside-in or inside-out. 
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The amplifier includes a two microphone mixer 
and high and low frequency equalizers which 
make it possible to produ~e recordings with ex­
ceptionally low background noise. Accessories 
necessary to operate the recorder include micro­
phones, loudspeaker, discs and needles which 
must be- ordered separately. 

Frequency Response: Amplifier, adjusted for flat 
response, 30 to I 0,000 cycles. Turned to the right 
the treble control produces a maximum peak of 
17 db. at 6,500 cycles. Turned to the left it acts 
as a scratch filter giving a maximum attenuation 
of 20 db. at 5,000 cycles. The bass control pro­
duces a maximum peak of 20 db. at I 00 cycles. 
Cutting head response 50 to I 0,000 cycles. Pick­
ups for checking purpose only, 70 to 7500 cycles. 

Noise Level: Total of all electrical and mechanical 
noise , originating in equipment , over 35 db. below 
maximum useful sound level reproduced from the 
recordings. 

Tube Complement: First stage 2 type 6SJ7's; 
Rad io stage, I type 6SJ7; 2nd and 3rd stage 
I type 6SL7-GT; 4th stage (phase inverte r) I type 
6SN7-GT; power stage 2 type 2A3 's push-pull , 
and rectifier 5Z3. 

Impedances: Microphone inputs 50, 200 or 500 
ohms as specified by purchaser. Line input jack 
500 ohms. Amplifier output 8 ohms. Cutter 8 
ohms. Pickup 500 ohms. 

Gain: Amplifier, adjusted for flat response, 
I I 5 db. 

Power Output: Amplifier, IO watts. 

Controls: Amplifier controls include two micro-

TYPE DESCRIPTION 

phone input gain controls, playback volume con­
trol and continuously variable treble and bass 
equalizer controls, a switch for changing instantly 
between cutting heads and pickups and a se­
lector switch which connects the amplifier for 
recording, playback or public address operation . 
Amplifier panel also contains a volume ind icator 
meter, telephone line input jack, monitor jack, 
two turntable receptacles, two microphone re­
ceptacles and a power switch. 

Speed Accuracy: Within .5 % at both 78 and 
33 I / 3 RPM. Regulation within a single revolution 
is accurate to .25 %. 

Cutting Pitch: I 12 lines an inch, inside-out or 
outside-in, permitting a full 15 minute record ing 
on one side of a 16" disc. 

Power Requirements: Standard equipment draws 
250 watts on a I IO volt, 60 cycle line. Available 
for 220/ 240 volts or 50 cycles at no additional 
cost. 

Finish: The 93-A table and amplifier panel are 
finished in smooth gray enamel. Turntables are 
finished in gray crackle enamel with chromium 
trim. 

Operating Clearances: Overall clearances re­
quired for operating recorder 67x I 9x52" ( I 71 x 
48 x 132 cm.). The 93-A table mounts the turn­
tables 33 " (84 cm.) above the floor level suitable 
for operation from a sitting position . Amplifier 
panel is hinged to move forward for tube replace­
ment. 

Shipping Dimensions and Weight: The complete 
Model F recorder is packed for shipment in one 
case measuring 71 x23x56" ( 181 x59x 143 cm.) 
weighing 350 lbs. ( 160 kg .). 

PRICE CODE 

F-1 Complete recording installation FENCE 

PRESTO RECORDING CORPORATION 
NEW YORK, U. S. A. 

ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 15 
{Former Number 1006-B) 

wigfi
Stolen 2 Line Transparent

http://www.SteamPoweredRadio.Com


www.SteamPoweredRadio.Com

PRESTO MODEL ··y" RECORDER 

THE PRESTO model Y recorder fills the need for a 

I 6" transcription recording and playback equipment 

which is extremely portable and yet capable of producing 

hi gh grade recordings. It makes continuous 15 minute, 

33 ½ RPM electrical transcriptions of sufficiently good 

qual ity to be used by broadcasting stations. It also makes 
78 RPM recordings on 6", 8", IO" or 12" discs and may 

be used to cut 11 1/i", I 31h" and I 71/4" master recordings 
from which commercial pressings are produced. In addi­
tion to recording, the model Y gives excellent repro­

duction of both electrical transcriptions and phonograph 
records and is widely used for auditioning recorded radio 

programs to prospective sponsors. As a public address 
system it will provide sound for audiences up to 500 
persons. 

Among the important features of the model Y recorder 
are: 

I. The exclusive Presto rubber-rim med-turntable driven 
directly by a steel pulley on the motor shaft, a simple, 
foolproof drive system that eliminates vibration and holds 

I 

16 
I Former Number l 009-B I 

-·-
the turntable speed absolutely constant. Maintenance is 
negligible. There are only two moving parts which need 
replacement about once a year. 

2. A lever changes the turntable speed instantly without 
stopping the table or removing the record. 

3. A lever adjusts the cutting mechanism to cut either 
from the outside of the disc toward the center or from 
the center out. 

4. A switch on the amplifier panel shifts the amplifier 
output instantly from one cutting head to a nother. Pro­
grams running an hour or more may be recorded without 
interruption if two turntables are used. 

5. A cam lever lowers the cutting head gently on the 
record preventing accidental damage to sapphire needles. 

6. A vibration damper attached to the cutting head sup­
presses vertical modulation in the record groove and elim­
ina tes varia tion in groove depth due to surface irregu­
larities in the disc. 
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7. The cutting arm may be unlocked from the feed mech­
anism to cut spiral starting and runout grooves. 

8. A time scale on the cutting arm shows the starting 
point for each size record and elapsed recording time at 
both 78 and 33 ½ RPM. 

9. The cutting head feed mechan ism is located beneath 
the turntable where it is protected from dust or acci­
denta l damage. The parts of this mechanism are hand 

finished and fitted and its performance is equal in every 
way to the overhead lathe type mechanism commonly 
used. 

I 0. The recording amplifier includes a two microphone 
mixer, high and low frequency equal izers and a change­
over switch for continuous recording or re-recording. The 
amplifier and loudspeaker fit together to carry in a single 
case. 

SPECIFICATIONS 
Standard Equipment: The model Y-2 recorder consists of 
one 75-A recording turntable and one 87-A record ing 

1 

amplifi er and loudspeaker. The model Y-4 recorder c?n­
sists of one 75-A recording turntable and one 87-B record­
in g amplifier. The 87-B amplifier is identical with the 87-A 
except that it includes input transformers for low imped­
ance microphones. Accessories necessary to operate the 
recorder include microphones, stands, discs and needles 
which must be ordered separately. 
Frequency Response: Amplifier, adjusted for flat response, 
30 to I 0,000 cycles. Turned to the right the treble con­
tro l produces a maxi mum peak of 17 db at 6,500 cycles . 
Tu rned to the left it acts as a scratch filter giving. a 
maximum attenuation of 20 db at 5,000 cycles. The bass 
control produces a ma ximum pea k of 20 db at I 00 cycles . 
Cutti ng head respon se 50 to I 0,000 cycles. Pickup, for 
checking purposes on ly, 70 to 7,500 cycles. 

Noise Level: Tota l of all electrical and mechan ical noise , 
originati ng in eq uipment, over 35 db below maxi mum 
useful sou nd level reproduced from recordings . 

Tube Complement: First stage 2 type 6SJ7' s; Rad io stage, 
I type 6SJ 7; 2nd and 3rd stage I type 6SL7-GT ; 4th 
stage (phase inverter) I type 6SN 7-GT ; power stage 2 
type 2A3's push-pull , and rectifier 5Z3. 
Impedances : Mic rophone inputs , 87-A amplifier, I 00,000 
ohms: 87- B amplifier 50, 200 or 500 ohms as specified by 
pu rchaser. Line inpt.1t jack 500 ohms. Ampl ifier output 8 
ohms. Pickup 500 ohms. Cutter 8 ohms. 

Gain: Ampli fier, ad justed fo r fla t response, I 15 db . 
Power Output: Amplifier , IO watts. 

Controls: Amplifier controls include two microphone input 

TYPE DESCRIPTION 

Y-2 Recorder 

Y-4 Recorder 

ga in controls, playback gain control and continuousiy 
variable treble and bass equalizer controls, a switch for 
changing instantly between cutting heads and pickups, 
(when two t urnta bles are used) and a selector switch which 
connects t he ampl ifier tor recording, playback or public 
address operation. Amplifier panel also contains a volume 
ind icator meter, te lephone line input jack, mon itor jack, 
two turntable receptacles, two microphone receptacles 
and a power switch. 

Loudspeaker: Ten inch, permanent magnet, dynamic with 
enclosed baffle. 

Speed Accuracy: W it hi n .5 % at both 78 and 33113 RPM . 
Regula tion within a si ng le revolution is acc urate to .25% , 

Cutting Pitch: I 12 lines an inch, inside-out or outside-in 
permitting a fu ll 15 minute recording on one side of a 
16" disc. 

Power Requirements: Standard equipment draws 180 
watts on a I IO volt, 60 cycle line. Ava ilable for 220/ 240 
volts or 50 cycles at $IO additional cost. 

Mounting. Re-inforced ca rryi ng cases covered in gray air­
plane luggage cloth equ ipped with chromium plated locks 
and leather hand les . Metal parts of recorder gray enamel 
with chromium trim. 

Operating Weights & Dimensions: Turntable case closed 
201f2 "x 11 "x 19" (52x28x50 cm.). Weight 49 lbs . (22 kg .). 
Amplifier case closed 23 1h " x l2 "x 20" (60 x31x51 cm.). 
Weight 57 lbs . (26 kg .). 

Shipping Weights & Dimensions: Turntable, one case 
measuring 33 "x25 "x 14" (84x62x35 cm.), weighing 68 lbs. 
(31 kg.). Ampl ifier , one case measuring 35 1h"x26"x 16" 
(90x66x4 I cm.), weight 85 lbs. (39 kg .). 

PRICE CODE 

YACHT 

YACRE 

NOTE: Order should specify Amplifier Input Impedance 

PRESTO RECORDING CORPORATION 
NEW YORK, U. S. A. 
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PRESTO Type 75-A and 75-B Recording Turntables 
THE lightest 16" dual speed recording turntable made. 

Recommended for all services requiring a high grade 

portable recorder. Widely used by broadcasting stations 

that record local news events for delayed broadcasts ; 
a rugged, compact recording installation for mobile pick­

up units. 

Used by industrial concerns, hospitals, scientific labora­

tories and in the visual education departments of schools 

and colleges in conjunction with 16 mm sound-film pro­

jectors for recording and reproducing narrative comment, 
sound effects and background music with locally produced 

silent films. 

An ideal turntable unit for installation in custom built 
radio sets designed for owners who wish to reproduce 

electrical transcriptions and to record complete operatic 

and symphonic radio programs or educational broadcasts. 

SPECIFICATIONS 
Standard Equipment: The equipment consists of " I I," cast aluminum 
turntable, carefully machined to dynemic balance, weighing 10 
lbs. It revolves on " single ball bearing at the base of " bronze 
sha# well. A heavy live rubber tire on the rim of the turntable 
engages with " steel, step-pulley on the motor shaft to drive the 
table. The motor is suspended by rubber grommets in " carriage 
which is moved up or down by a lever to change the turntable 
speed. The motor drive and turntable are mounted in a cast 
aluminum base designed to combine extreme rigidity with light 
weight. The cutting mechanism consish of a fan gear, worm and 
pinion driven by a worm on the turntable shaft. The 1- D high 
fidelity cutting head, 171-A vertical damper, 21-A time scale and 
150-C lateral pickup ore included es stenderd equipment. The 75-A 
teblo is mounted in the 2A cerrying cese. The 75-8 turntable is 
mounted in the 3-A cabinet. Accessories necessary to operate the 
turntable include recordin9 amplifier, microphone, discs and needles 
which must be ordered separately. 

Frequency Response: Cuttin g head 50 to I 0,000 cycles, pickup 70 to 
7,500 cycles. 

Noise Level: Total of mechanical noise originating in equipment 
35 db below ma xim um useful sound level reproduced from the 
recordings . 

Speed Accuracy: Within .5% at both 78 and 33 1/J RPM. Regulation 
within " single revo lution accurate to .25% . 

Impedances: Cutting head 8 ohms, pickup 5,000 ohms. Cutting head 
impedance changed to 15 or 500 ohms, pickup impedance to 200 or 
500 ohms at purchaser's request; 

Amplifier Requirements: Maximum power level required for cutting 
head plus 23 db, average gain required to raise pickup output to 
O db level, 55 db . (Ref . . 00bW) . 

Cutting Pitch: 112 lines an inch, outside-in or inside-out by shifting 
a lever. 

Power Requirements: Motor draws 1,0, watts on a 110 volt, 60 cycle 
line. Available for I IO volts-SO cycles, 220/ 240 volts-SO cycles 
or 220 volts-60 cycles, at no additional charge. 

Finish: Turntable, gray enamel with chromium trim, 2-A case gray 
leatherette , 3-A cabinet two tone gray enamel with silver trim . 

Operating Dimensions and Weight: 75-A table, case closed 11" x 
19 "x 201/i " 128x48x52 cm . ). Weight 49 lbs. (22 kg.}. 
75-B teble, 37" x 21" x 221/2'' (94 x 53 x 57 cm.). 

Shippin9 Dimensions ud Weight: 75-A table, 31"x241h"xl4" 
79 x 1,2 x 21, cm.). Weight 74 lbs. (33 kg.). 

75-B table, 35"x29"x42" (89x74xl07 cm.). Weight 85 lbs. (38 kc;i.). 

18 
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TYPE 75-A RECORDING TURNTABLE 

TYPE 75-B RECORDING TURNTABLE 
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PRESTO TYPE 1-D CUTTING HEAD 
THE 1-D cutting head has been designed to meet the 

high fidelity standards required by the broadcast 
industry. This head represents essentially a multi-section 
mechanical band pass filter which is terminated with the 
aid of Prestoflex - a new damping material developed 
and manufactured by Presto. Due to the use of Prestoflex, 
temperature variations have very little influence on the 
response and sensitivity of the 1 -D cutter between · 60° 
and 95 ° F. The frequency response in this range does not 
vary more than ± 2 ½ db. At low temperature the loss 
in sensitivity is on the average less than 2 db. Prestoflex 
makes the 1-D much more stable with temperature than 
a viscoloid-damped unit. The heating effect of the signal 
currents flowing through the coils is negligible, and at 
normal recording levels a sinusoidal steady signal, even 
if applied for several minutes, does not cause any change 
in the characteristics of the 1-D cutter. 

Cancellation of the even harmonics is achieved by the 
double coil, push-pull construction, and also by the use 
of an accurately machined and carefully balanced arma ­
ture. The proper choice of the magnetic characteristic of 
the armature material reduces odd harmonics to a very 
low value. Eddy current losses, which are unavoidable 
at higher frequencies, are kept to a minimum with the 
use of laminated pole pieces. The permanent magnet 
has been selected for its stability and long life. The 
armature moves against a precision-made and hardened 
knife edge, and is centered between the pole pieces with 
the aid of three tempered steel springs. 

Unretouched photograph showing light pattern. 

The normal response of the 1-D extends from 50 to 
10,000 cycles. Frequencies recorded with this head are 
of constant amplitude below the cross-over frequency of 
500 cycles and of constant velocity above this point for 
constant input to the recording amplifier at all frequencies 
within its specified range. In order to obtain 6 db per 
octave slope below the cross-over point, the 1-D head 
is used with a simple resistor-capacitor network in series 
with the amplifier output . 

SPECIFICATIONS 
Frequency Response: Does not vary from an ideal re­
sponse curve by more than + 2 db, 50 to 10,000 cycles. 
Distortion: Approximately 3 ¼ at full modulation of 112 
lines per inch . 

Sensitivity: Audio power required for 5.5 cm per sec. 
stylus velocity at 1000 cps is 0.6 watt. 

Recommended Operating Level: + 31 dbm at 1000 
cps. 0 dbm = 0.001 watt. 

Impedance: Available in 15 or 500 ohms. 

Mounting Screws: 1 1/a " centers. 

Dimensions: Height 2 ¼ .,, ; width, 1 5/a "; depth, 13/16". 

Finish: Cover, die cast, satin chrome. 

Weight: 1 0 ¼ oz. 
Shipping Weight: Approximately 1 lb. ( .45 kg . ) . 

+5---------------
TYPICAL FREQUENCY RE~PONSE 

0 100 500 1000 5000 10000 

FREQUENCY IN CYCLES PER SECOND 

Typical frequency response of the 1-D Cutter vs. ideal frequency response. 
19 
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PRESTO MODEL "K" RECORDER 

THE Presto model K is a portable sound re­
corder, record player and public address 

system complete in a single carrying case. Ex­
ceptionally light and compact, it is ideally suited 
to the needs of sales training and industrial 
schools, teachers of speech , music and dramatics , 
as well as professional actors and musicians who 
require an instrument that can be carried easily 
and set up for operation in a few minutes ti me. 

The model K records 15 minutes continuously 
at 33 1/ 3 RPM on side of a 131/,t disc. 
It may be connected to any home radio set to 
record complete radio programs. It also makes 
6, 8, IO and 12 inch records, and plays all makes 
of phonograph records. As a voice amplifying 
system it will serve audiences of about 500 
persons. 

Although it is the lowest priced complete 
Presto recorder, it contains many valuable fea­
tures of the more expensive instruments such as : 

20 
(Former Number 1011-C) 

I. A magnetic cutting head and pickup, the 
design used in the highest grade equipment. 

2. A full sized, 7 tube amplifier having push­
pull triodes in the power stage. 

3. A high frequency equalizer for 33 I / 3 RPM 
recording and a tone control for suppressing 
needle scratch when commercial records are 
played . 

4. A safety cam lever for lowering the cutting 
head to prevent accidental damage to sapphire 
needles . 

5. A detacbable, dynamic loudspeaker which 
may be operated at any desired distance from 
the recorder. 

6. A cutter feed mechanism located beneath 
the turntable where it is protected from dust 
or accidental damage. 

7. Provision for quick change from cutting 
outside-in to inside out. 
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8. The exclusive Presto rubber-tired turntable 
driven directly by a pulley on the motor shaft, 
a drive system that eliminates rubber pulleys 
and belts which are subject to rapid wear. 
Turntable speed may be changed in 5 seconds 
from 78 to 33 1/ 3 RPM by removing a brass 
pulley on the motor shaft. 

These features, not found in any other low-

priced recorder enable the user to make high 
quality recordings, consistently. They simplify 
the operation of the instrument for non-technical 
owners and reduce operating costs by pre­
venting spoilage of discs and needles. As a 
result of its excellent performance, more Presto 
model K recorders are now used by schools, 
industrial concerns and in the home than any 
other recorder in a similar price range. 

SPECIFICATIONS 
Standard Equipment: The type K-8 recorder consists of 
a 12" dual speed turntable machined from a heavy metal 
casting and fitted with a live-rubber tire at the rim, a 
heavy duty constant speed motor, a magnetic cutting 
head, cutter feed mechanism, magnetic pickup, five stage 
recordi ng ampl ifier and loudspeaker mounted in a rein­
forced leatherette carrying case with leather corner 
guards and handle. Accessories necessary to operate the 
recorder include microphone and stand, discs and needl~s 
which must be ordered separately. 

Frequency Response: Amplifier, without equalization uni­
form within 2db from 50 to 8,000 cycles. With the high 
fre quency equalizer at maximum setting the response at 
6,000 cycles is 20 db higher than the 500 cycle response. 
With scratch filter at maximum setting the response is 
down 25 db at 5,000 cycles. Cutting head and pickup 
response 80 to 5,000 cycles. 

Noise Level: Total of all electrical and mechanical noise, 
originat ing in equipment, 25-30 db below maximum useful 
sound level reproduced from recordings. 

Speed Accuracy: Within .5%. Regulation within a single_ 
revolution is accurate to .3 %· 

Gain: Amplifier, measured at 1,000 cycles, I IO db. 

Controls: Amplifier control panel contains a volume indi­
cator meter, combination high frequency equalizer and 
tone control, dual volume control, selector switch for 
recording, playback and public address operation and 
the microphone receptacle. The turntable chassis contains 
jacks for connecting the loudspeaker, monitorrng head­
phones for use while recording and a radio set or external 
pickup. 

Tube Complement: First stage 6-SQ- 7, second stage 
6-SQ-7, third stage 6-SQ-7, fourth stage 6N7, power 
stage 2-45's P. P., rectifier 1-80. 

Cutting Pitch: Feed mechanism cuts .'. 12 lines inside-out 
or outside-in. 

Power Requirements: Standard equipment draws 120 
watts on a I IO volt 60 cycle Ii ne. Available for other 
voltages and frequencies at additional cost. See price list. 

Finish: Carrying case, dark gray leatherette. Case fittings 
and metal parts are finished in smooth gray enamel and 
heavy nickel plate. 

Operating Dimensions and Weight: With case closed 
19½" x 15½" x 14" (50 x 39 x 36 cm.) weight 46 lbs. 
(21 kg.). 

Shipping Dimensions and Weight: Recorder is packed in 
a single case measuring 32" x 21" x 17" (81 x 53 x 43 
cm.) weighing 69 lbs. (31 kg.) . Accessories such as micro­
phone, discs, etc., are shipped in separate cartons. 

PRESTO RECORDING CORPORATION 
NEW YORK, U. S. A. 

ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 
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PRESTO TYPE 9-C RECORDING TURNTABLES 

A PORT ABLE 12" turntable that records 15 minutes 
continuously at 3 3 ½ RPM on one side of a I 31/4" 

disc. It also makes 6", 8", IO" and 12" records at either 
78 or 33½ RPM and plays all makes of phonograph 
records, Its exceptional steadiness, speed accuracy and 
lack of vibration make it an excellent table for re-record­
ing purposes. The Presto 9-C is recommended as a 
second turntable to be added to the model K recorder 
for continuous recording. The chassis can be installed in 
many home radio sets in place of the ordinary phono­
graph turntable to provide both recording and playback 
fac ilities. It may also be connected to any radio set for 
recording and playing complete 15 minute programs. 

SPECIFICATIONS 
Stend1rd Equipment: Consists of a 12" dual speed turntable 
mach ined from a heavy metal casting ond fitted with a li,;e rubber 
li re ot the rim. The turntable is equipped with a heavy steel shaft 
which revolves on a single ball bearing at the base of the shaft 
we ll. The heavy live rubber tire on the turntable rim is driven by 
a pulley on the motor shaft. The motor is suspended on rubbe r 
, rommets to suppren vibration . A single lever ope rates the moto r 
swi tch ond engoge1 the motor with the turntable. Speed is changed 
from 78 lo 33 ½ RPM by removing o sl ip-over pulley on the motor 
shaft, The cutting mechanism con1ish of a worm , gear and pinion 
driven by o fibre worm on the turntable ,haft, The table is equipped 
with a high grade magnetic cutt ing head and pickup. Ac:1:enorles 
neceuuy to u1e the t•ble Include recording unpllfier, mlc;rophone, 
loud1puker, dl1cs end nHdle1 whi1:h mu1t be ordered separately. 

Frequency Respon11 : C utti ng head and pick up 80 to 5,000 cycles. 

Noi11 Lenl : Minu s 25-30 db. 

SpHd Accuracy : With in .5% at both 78 and 33 1/J RPM . Regulat ion 
with in a re vo lutio n .3 % 
lmped•nce1: Cutting head 5 ohms, pickup 2000 ohm1 . 

Amplifier Requlrementa: Power level required for cutting head plus 
16 db. Goin requ ired to prod uce O db leve l from pick up ~ db . 
(Ref . . 006W). 

Cutting Pitch: 112 li n11 on inch lntide-out or outsido, ln as specifiod 
by purcheaer. 

Power ltequlrerntnh: Moto'r draws 30 wath on o 110 volt bO cy, le 
line . Available for 110 volts , 50 cycle1 at no add itloMI , ho rge , 

Fln l1h : Metal parts groy enamel with nickel trim. Case dar.1t gray 
leatherette. 

Dimen1ions tnd Wel9ht: Operat ing dimensions, case closed . I Sl/4' ' 
xl4"x91/4" (38x36x23 cm.), weight 221/i lbs . ( 10 kg .). 

Shippin9 Dlmen1lon1: 32"x201/4' 'x 12" ( 81 xS I x30 cm.), we ight 371;2 lbs . ( 17 kg .) . 

TYPE DESCRIPTION PRICE CODE 

,.c Du1I speed turntable RIVAT 
c:h1ssl1 only 

9-C 

I 
Above mounted In 2,C REVEL 
urr-1lng cat• 

PRESTO RECORDING CORPORATION 
NEW YORK, U. S. A, 
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PRESTO 64-A TRANSCRIPTION TURNTABLE 
THE Presto 64-A t ranscription turntable offers 

the following features which are of major im­
portance to the owner and operator: Unusual me­
chanical simplicity . . . low mechanical disturb­
ance . . . maximum speed accuracy ... extreme 
ruggedness for long continuous operation ... 
instantaneous selection of desired speed . .. and 
no requirements for mechanical adjustments. 

This transcription turntable is directly gear driven 
and employs two separate motors, one for 33 1/J, 
and the other for 78.26 rpm . There is no friction 
device of any kind in the mechanism and no 
mechanical shift is required to change speeds. To 
select 33 % rpm, 78 rpm or "off," the operator 
merely throws a· three position switch. These 
changes may be made as rapidly as desired while 
the turntable is in mc;,tion with no damage to the 
mechanism. Only one motor at a time is in opera­
tion. The transmission "over runs" the motor 
which is not turning and thus does not carry it 
along in rotation although the stationary motor 
is never disengaged from the mechanism. 

The transmission is unusually simple in design 
but so precisely constructed that mechanical dis­
turbances are at a minimum. Such disturbances 
are reduced to 50 db below program level by a 
mechanical filter placed between the gear box 
and the turntable. More than ample power is 
provided by the 1800 rpm, 110 volt, single phase, 
synchronous motors, thus reducing the total speed 
variation to zero. 

The Presto 64-A transcription turntable does not at this 
time include a reproducer. If a reproducer of any manu-

Twin Motor Drive 

A reproducer of any make may be installed on 
the 64-A Transcription Turntable 

facture is to be installed by Presto, the purchaser of the 
turntable should order such reproducer from Its manu­
facturer with instructions that It is to be shipped to Presto 
with the purchase order number of the Presto Turntable 
indicated . 

SPECIFICATIONS 
Standard Equipment: The 64-A transcription turntable 
includes the electro-mechanical gear drive, turntable and 
cabinet . A reproducer and network is not included. 

Speed Accuracy: No deviation from 33 1/J and 78.26 
rpm. 

Noise Level: Mechanical noise originating in the equip­
ment over 50 db below program level. 

Power Requirements: Approximately 75 watts from a 
115 volt, 60 cycle line. Motors are of the 1800 rpm syn­
chronous type and are available for other voltages and 
frequencies at additional cost. 

Mounting: Turntable and gear drive mounted in heavy 
wood cabinet with inlaid linoleum top ls 24 x 24 x 33 
inches (61 x61 x84cm). 

Sh.ipping Dimensions and Weight: The 64-A is packed 
for shipment in one case measuring 31 x 31 x 37 inches 
(79 x 79 x 94 cm) and weighs 266 lbs ( 120 kg). 

PRESTO RECORDING CORPORATION 
NEW YORK, U. S. A. 
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PRESTO TYPE 62-A TRANSCRIPTION TURNTABLE 

The 152-A lateral reproducer is of the mag­

netic type having a response essentially uni­

form between 50 and I 0,000 cps when used 

with shellac or vinylite pressings. The compen­

sator has four positions to select the proper 

response for : (I) flat recordings, (2) the usual 

78 rpm recording characteristic, (3) the NAB 
recording characteristic , and {4) a sharp cut-off 

at 4,000 cycles for use with badly worn discs. 

24 
{Former Number 1019-8) 

BROADCASTING stations, recording studios, 
and many others have become familiar with 

the Presto 62-A transcription turntable and know 
of its long record for dependable performance. 
The operation of the equipment is extremely 
simple. The motor and rim-driven , turntable are 
the only moving parts and maintenance usually 
consists only in replacing the rubber turntable 
tire. 

Speed regulation and mechanical noise are well 
within broadcast station limits although not equal 
to the performance of Presto directly gear driven 
turntables. 

The lateral reproducer included with the 62-A is 
of a recently improved type. Frequently response 
and tracking of the stylus is such that excellent 
results are obtained from modern lateral tran­
scriptions. 

The complete 62-A is composed of the I 0-A 
chassis (see page 27), and 3-A cabinet and the 
152-A reproducer and compensator. The com­
bination of the I 0-A chassis mounted in the 3-A 
cabinet but without the reproducer is designated 
as the Presto 63-A. 
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www.SteamPoweredRadio.Com

SPECIFICATIONS 

Standard Equipment: The complete 62-A transcription 
turntable includes the following parts and accessories: 
type I 0-A turntable chassis mounted in 3-B cabinet, 
equipped with 152-A lateral magnetic reproducer with 
special replaceable sapphire stylus and compensating net­
work. Also a 502-A screwdriver. 

Frequency Response: Uniform from 50 to I 0,000 cycles 
when reproducing standard makes of transcriptions. 

Noise Level: Total of all sound, originating in equipment 
over 45 db below maximum useful sound level. 

Reproducing Stylus: Sapphire, hand lapped to fit standard 
groove dimensions. Needle pressure 11/4 oz. 

Output Level: Amplification of 65 db is required to pro­
duce a power output of .006 W when reproducing from 
standard frequency record. 

Output Impedance: Standard equipment is designed to 
work into impedance of 500 ohms. Type 505-A matching 
transformer required for 50, 200 or 250 ohm input. 

Speed Regulation: Speed accuracy of .5% is maintained 
at both 78 and 33113 RPM. Speed regulation within a 
s_ingle revolution is accurate to .25%. 

Controls: A speed change lever, a motor mercury 
switch and a four position selector switch for compensat­
ing network. I st Pos. Flat response; 2nd Pos. Roll off on 
high end to compensate for pre-emphasis as used by 
major record manufacturers; 3rd Pos. Complements N.A.B. 
33113 recording; 4th Pos. Sharp cutoff at 4,000 cycles for 
use with worn commercial discs. 

Operating Dimensions: Overall clearances required for 
installation is shown in Figure below. 

Shipping Dimensions and Weight: Packed for shipment 
in a case 27"x25"x40" (68x63x IO I cm), weight 95 lbs., 
(43 kg.), and one carton measuring 26"x I 1 "x I I" (63x28x28 
cm.), weight IO lbs. (4.5 kg.). 

rr;:;:::=::::===:;;;;j. 
N o 

\;=35 
TOP VIEW 

lJ 
FRONT VIEW 

PRESTO RECORDING CORPORATION 
NEW YORK, U. S. A. 
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PRESTO Model "L" Transcription Playback 

THIS equipment is designed tor radio stations, adver­
tising agencies and program producers who demon­
strate recorded programs at the offices of prospec­

tive clients. 

Salesmen who use the Model L Playback will particularly 
appreciate its attractive, workmanlike appearance, its 
small size and light weight which make it extremely easy 
to carry, its simplicity which makes it possible to set up 
for operation within a few seconds and the remarkably 
clear, wide range reproduction ... far superior to that 
ordinarily expected from portable equipment. 

The Model L Playback was developed to meet an insistent 
demand among the larger broadcasting stations and 
agencies for "something better" in portable reproducing 
equipment. Those who use the Model L Playback in 
connection with important sales of station time and pro­
grams will consider its exceptional performance well 
worth its cost. 

Standard Equipment: The Model L Playback consists of 
a 12" dual speed rim-driven recording turntable, a high 
quality 16" pickup on a swivel mounting which folds into 
the case when not in use, a four stage amplifier and an 
8" 1oudspeaker, mounted in a single carrying case. The 
speaker mounted in the case cover is equipped with a 
20' extension cable. 

Frequency Re~ponse: Overall 80 to 7500 cycles. 

MODEL DESCRIPTION 

L-2 Portable transcription 

Reproducer: Late ra l magnetic type, needle pressure 
I¾ oz. Permanent stylus included. 

Power Output: Ampl ifier 4.5 watts undistorted . 

Output Impedance: For external speaker, 8 ohms. 

Speed Accuracy: W ithin .5 % . Regulation within a single 
revolution .. 3% at both 78 and 33 ½ RPM. 

Gain: Amp lifi er 70 db. 

Controls: Amplifier control panel contains, tone control 
having a range suitable for adjusting response for all 
makes of lateral recordings, volume control and power 
switches. 

Tube Complement: Amplifier 1st stage 6SF5, 2nd stage 
6SF5, 3rd stage 6N7 , power stage 45 's PP. Rectifier '80. 

Power Requirements: Draws I IO watts on a I IO volt 60 
cycle line. Ava ilab le for other frequencies at added cost. 
See price list. Converter required for direct current 
opera+;on. 
Finish: Carrying case covered in gray airplane luggage 
cloth. Metal parts finished in smooth gray enamel with 
nickel trim. 
Operating Dimensions and Weight: With case closed 
19112" x 15 1/2" x 14" (50 x 39 x 36 cm.), weight 46 lbs. 
(21 kg.). 
Shipping Dimensions' Weight: Packed for shipment in 
a single case measuring 32" x 21" x 17" (81 x 53 x 43 cm.), 
weighing 69 lbs . (31 kg.) . 

PRICE CODE 

playback E.LBEX 

NOTE: Available for I IO volts 50 cycles at no additional charge. For changes necessary to operate on 
cycles, add $20.00; for I IO volts 25 cycles, add $50.00. 

110 volt 50/ 60 

26 ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 
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PRESTO Type 10-A Turntable 

i NATURAL reproduction of electrical transcrip-
1 tions requires a turntable which is absolutely 
steady in speed and exceptionally free of mechan­
ical vibration. Practical operating conditions in 
broadcasting stations call for a table which may 

; be operated 18 hours daily over long periods of 
I time without adjustment. The Presto I 0-A turn­
I table is designed to meet these requirements. 

,The I 0-A table forms a part of the Presto 62-A 

land 63-A transcription turntables . The chassis 
only is offered as a replacement unit for stations 
having satisfactory reproducing pickups mounted 
on worn or inadequate turntables. The I 0-A 
chassis can be mounted in most cabinets without 
disturbing the pickups or controls. 

TOP VllW 

FltONr VllW 

1---1e·---.11 

------ 1al-
0 

--

Mounting dimensions I 0-A table 

The mechanical design of the I 0-A table . is ex­
tremely simple. There a;e but 2 moving parts. 
The table consists of a metal platter to\ which a 
live rubber tire is fitted. This assembly is 
machined to perfect roundness and dynamic 
balance. A steel step pulley on the motor shaft 
drives against the rubber rim of the table. Speed 
is changed instantly by moving the motor car­
riage to engage either section of the drive pulley. 
Maintenance consists of oiling at 90 day intervals, 
occasional adjustment of the drive pressure and 
replacement of the tire once yearly. 

The I 0-A table is used and recommended by 
leading radio stations and transcription makers 
for playing both vertical and lateral recordings. 

SPECIFICATIONS 
Standard Equipment: Consists of the turntable 
and bearing, motor and drive system completely 
assembled on a cast metal base ready for opera­
tion . 
Speed Regulation: Speed accuracy of .5% is 
maintained at both 78 and 33 I / 3 RPM. Speed 
regulation within a single revolution is accurate 
to .25 %. 
Noise Level: Total of all sound originating in table 
over 40 db below maximum program level. 
5ize: Turntable diameter 16". 

TYPE DESCRIPTION 

10-A Turntable chassis 

Finish: Gray enamel. 

Power Requirements: Synchronous motor draws 
50 watts on a I IO volt 60 cycle line. Motors 
available for other voltages and frequencies at 
additional cost. 

Operating Dimensions: See drawings. 

Shipping Dimensions and Weight: One case 
measuring 3 I "x24"x 15" (79x6 I x38 cm.), weighing 
55 lbs. (30 kg.). 

PRICE CODE 

TERSE 
127-A Rubber tire for replacement BAJRE 

NOTE: Add $ I 0.00 for adapting equipment to o p erate on 220 volts 60 cycles , I IQ volts or 220/ 2·40 
volts 50 cycles. Add .$30.00 for tab le to operate o n 25 cyc le supply. 

PRESTO RECORDING CORPORATION 
NEW YORK, U.S. A. 
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Presto Type 90-A Recording Amplifier 

• (!I 

-. . 
,. • 0 , ... . 

({I~~, 

THE Presto 90-A recording amplifier is 
a portable console containing all the 

facilities necessary for operation on re­
mote assignments, but with an overall per­
formance found only in high fidelity studio 
equipment. 

The 90-A consists of three preamplifiers, 
mixer, master gain control and recording 
amplifier. 

A selector switch provides: A flat response, 
30 to I 5,000 cps -+ I db-NAB 33 I /3 
RPM recording - playback character­
istic complementing NAB recording -
and, the present day 78 RPM recording 
characteristic. The flat response can be 
modified by variable bass and treble con­
trols giving emphasis up to . 20 db at I 00 
and 7,500 cycles per second or 20 db de­
emphasis at 7,200 cycles per second. 

Noise is 60 db below recording level. Dis­
tortion at maximum output is less than 1.5%. 
28 
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The use of input and output selectors makes 
the 90-A amplifier unusually flexible. It per­
mits combining the signals of three micro­
phones or of two microphones and either 
one of two pickups. By using the II Line II po­
sition, recordings can be made from an 
incoming program line. The output s_elector 
has playback (public address). continuous 
recording and simultaneous recording po­
sitions. While recording, the line jack 
provides a monitoring outlet or permits 
feeding a program line at the correct level. 

The recording level is monitored by means 
of a Weston Type 30 VU indicator with il­
luminated scale and its closely controlled 
electrical and dynamic ch a ra cte ri sti cs 
make it an ideal volume indicator for 
recording. 
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DETAILED PERFORMANCE SPECIFICATIONS 

Input (source) Impedance: 
Microphone No. 1 ...... 50, 200 and 500 ohms} 200 ohms 
Microphone No. 2 ...... 50, 200 and 500 ohms ~tondord 

Microphone No. 3 ...... 50, 200 and 500 ohms 'p~~-:~~:J8~t 
Pickup No. I ........... .50, 200 and 500 ohms factory to 
Pickup No. 2 .. .. , .. .......... 50, 200 and 500 ohms customer's 
Line .................................................... .. ........ .. .. 500 ohms specification s. 

Output lload) Impedance: 
Speaker ............................................ . 
Outgoing Line ... .. ........ .. ........... . 
Cutter No. I .... .............. .. .. ......... .. 
Cutter No. 2 ............. .. ... .. ... . 

... ................... 500 ohms 
.............. ba lanced 600 ohms 

500 ohms 
.......... .......... . 500 ohms 

Output (source) Impedance: 
Outgoing Line .... ... ............ .......... ........... ............. ... 600 ohms 

Gain: 
Microphone/ pickup to cutter/ speaker 
(maximum power gain) ......................... I t 5 db ± 3 db 
Line Input to cutter/speaker 
(maximum power gain) .................. .. 80 db± 3 db. 

Maximum Input Level: 
Microphone or pickup ........... approx.-44 dbm* 
Line input .............................. ... ........................ approx.-! 0 dbm"'* 
(0 dbm = 0.00 I watt) 
"' at overload of preamplifier section. 
""" in order to maintain smooth control it is not recom­
mended to go above approximately-27 dbm. 

Signal-to-Noise Ratio (at recording level): 
Ari microphone channels and line channel at 
80 db gain ....... .. ... .......... .. .. .. ...................................... at least 60 db. 

Volume Indicator Calibration: 
0 VU corresponds to: + 31 dbm at 1,000 cycles into cutting head. + IO dbm at I ,000 cycles into line output. 

Output Level and Distortion: 
Speaker o.r cutter (maximum) ..................... .. . IO watts 
Distortion at maximum output 

(50-7500 cycles) less than.............................. .. ..... ..... 1.5% 

Frequency Response: 
All microphone channels and 
line (input channel ................................. .. 30-15,000 cps ± I db 

Panel Controls and Instruments: 
Three input gain controls and a master goin control are 
step type controls ( 1.5 db per step and infinity). 

INPUT No. 3 S~LECTOR permits the following 
combinations: 

P.U. No. I Position: 2 Microphones and Pickup No. I 
P.U. No. 2 Position: 2 Microphones and Pickup No. 2 
Mic No. 3 Position: 3 Microphones 
Line Position: Line input only 

EQUILIZATION selector: 

NORMAL Posi tion: Response flat with both con­
trols at zero. 

NAB LAT. REC. Position : NAB record ing char­
acteristics for latera l transcriptions. Low frequency 
response below cross-over is determ ined by record ­
ing head characteristic in th is region . Tolerance 
± 2 db. 
78 LAT. REC. Position : Frequency cha racteristic 
rising from approximately I 000 cps on to about I 0 
db at I 0,000 cps. Tolerance + 2 db. 

LAT. PLAYBACK Position : Characteristic com­
plementary to NAB recording characte ristic. T ol­
erance (80-10,000 cps) ± 2 db. 

LOW FREQUENCY EQUALIZER CONTROL : 
Maximum low frequency emphasis at ap-
proximately 100 cps .... ........... ..... . ...... 20db 

HIGH FREQUENCY EQUALIZER CONTROL: 
Maximum high frequ ency em phasis at ap-
proximately 7500 cps .. .. . .. . .... ... .. .. . 20 db 
Maximum high frequency de-emphasis ot 
approximately 7200 cps ... . . 20 db 

OUTPUT Selector : 

SPEAKER position; Publ ic address and playback. 

REC. CONTIN. position : Continuous record ing 
with one cutting head and simultaneous monitoring . 

REC. SIMUL, position : Simultaneous recording 
with both cutters and simultaneous monitoring. 

CUTTER SELECTOR 
POWER SWITCH 

Power Input: 
117 volts, 50/ 60 cps . .. . .. . 135 watts 

T11be Complement: 
6 type 6SJ7's , I type 6SQ7, I type 6SN7-GT, 2 type 
6L6-G , I type 5U4G 

Mounting: 
Reinforced carrying Cilse covered in dark grey leather­
ette, equ ipped with 4 nickel plated catches and i;i 

leather hand le 

Operating Dlmenaions C11nd Weight: 
24" x 13" x 14" (60 x 33 x 35 c;m.). Weight 53 lbs . 
(24 kg .). 

Shipping Dimensions and Weight: 
30" x 17" x 18" (76 x 43 x 45 cm.). Weight 94 lbs. 
42 kg.). 

PRESTO RECORDING CORPORATION 
NEW YORK, U.S. A. 29 
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Presto Type 85-A, B & E Recording Amplifiers 
THESE amplifie rs form a part of the Presto Models A, 

and B recorders. The fundamental amplifier circuit 
is the same in each type. It consists of three stages of 
push-pull ampl ification and a built-in power supply which 
has sufficient capacity to provide power to the 40-A and 
B preamplifiers and plate powe r for the 50-A and 13 
rad io tuners. 

Careful assembly and the use of the highest quali ty parts 
th roughout make the noise level and harmonic d istortion 
exceptionally low. The powe r stage and output trans­
former are designed specifically to match the load 
characteristics of the Presto I - D cutting head. 

The 85-8 amplifie r is designed to mount in a standa rd 
relay rack and connect ions are brou ght out to a terminal 
strip at the rear of the chassis. The 85-A portable model 
includes an 8" monitor loud speaker and receptac les 
on the panel for connecting two turntobles, a pream­
plifier and radio tuner, The 85-E is ident ical -with the 
85-A except that it includes a manually operated high 
frequency equalizer for 33 ½ RPM recordi ng . 

Fre9uency Response ; Flat from 30 to 15,000 cycles . 

Gain: 90 db, 

Power Output: IO watts . 

lmpedc;1nces : Input and output, 500 ohms. 

Distortion: Less than I% at maximum level requi red for 
1-C cutting head. 

Controls: Master volume control, selector switch for pu b­
lic address, microphone recording, play-b <;i ck, radio re­
cording and radio playing, switch for chang ing to eithe r 
of two tables for continµous recording . Type 85-E hos 
in add ition a switch for selecting the peclk freque ncy of 
the equal izer and a potentiometer for control ling the 
degree of equaliz<=lt ion, 

Tube Complement: I st stage two 6-J -7's; 2nd stl'! ge two 
6-S-J-?'s; 3rd sta ge two 6-L-6-G' s pu$h-pul l; rectifier 
one 5Z3, 

Power Re9uiremenh: Dra ws 120 '1atts on I IO volt 50/ 60 
r;:yc le line, Ava il abl\'.l for 25 cycl\'.l supply at $25.00 
additional. · 

Finl,h: Case, gray leatherette ; panel, blgck enamel. 

Opergtin9 0 imenslons and Weight: 85-A and E ,;impli ­
fiers, case c;losed , I 7"x I 3"x I 81h'' (43x33x47 cm.) . Weight 
SJ lbs . (24 kg ,), 85-8 panel me<=lsu ri;~ 10112 " x 19", 
(27 x 48 cm,). · 

Shippin9 Dimensions c;1nd W11 l1,1ht; JO"x22"x24" (76x56x6 I 
cm.). Weight 98 lbs. (44 kg.). 

TY PE, 
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DESCRIPTION 

Portab l~ recQrd lng ompl lfie r 
PQrt4blll re¼ord lng amplifle r 
Ra ~k m<1 ~ntl n'il amplifior 
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PRICE CODE 

RECAM 
REQUA 
RACER 
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Presto Type 87-A and 87-B Recording Amplifiers 

THESE amplifiers form a part of the Presto models F and 

Y recorders. Their design includes all of the facilities 

necessary for making and reproducing high quality record­

ings outside of the studio. The carrying case is con­

veniently portable and is divided diagonally to mount 

the amplifier in one side and a full size dynamic loud-

speaker in the other. Used in conjunction with a suitable 
microphone th is unit also forms an excellent portable 
sound ampl ifying system for serving audiences up to 500 
persons. The 87-A amplifier is designed for use with 
high impedance microphones. The 87-B ampl ifier con­
tains input transformers for use with low impedance 
microphones . 

SPECIFICATIONS 
Frequency Response: Amplifier , adiusted for fla t response , 30 to 

10,000 cycles. Turned to the right the trebl e control produces a 

maximum peak of 17 db at 6,500 cycl es . Turn ed to the left it acts 

as a scratch filter giving a maximum atte nuation of 20 db at 

5.000 cycles . The bass control produces a ma ximum peak o f 20 

db et I 00 cycles . 

G•in: Ad iusted for flat respo nse , 115 db. 

Power Output: IO watts. 

Distortion: Less then I% et max imum le ve l required for cutt ing 

heed. 

Impedances: The 87-A ampl ifier, micropho ne inputs I 00,000 ohms. 

Line input jack, 500 ohms, output , 8 ohms . The 87-B amplifier , 

microphone inputs, 50, 200 or 500 ohms, as specified by purchaser , 

line input jock, 500 ohms, output, 8 o hms . 

Controls: Two microphone input ga in contro !s , p layback gain co n• 

trol end continuously variable treb le and bass equal izer co ntro ls, 

a switch for changing instantly between cutting heads and p ickups 

(when two turntables are used) and a selector switch which con­

nects the ampl ifier for reco rding , pla yba c k o r publ ic add ress 

TYPE DESCRIPTION 

87-A Recording Amplifier 

87-8 Recording Amplifier 

o pe rat ion. Amp li fier pan e l a lso co ntains a vul ume in dic a to r mete r, 

teleph one line input jack , mo nito r iack , two turntable re ceptacles , 

two mi cro pho ne recepta cl es , and a power switch . 

Tube Complement : First st a g e 2 type 6SJ 7' s ; Radi o sta ge, I ty pe 

6SJ7; 2 nd and 3rd sta g e I type 6S L7- GT ; 4th sta ge ( phase inverte r ) 

I type 6SN7-GT; power stage 2 type 2A 3"s push -pul l. a nd re ctifie r 

5Z3. 

Power Requirements: Dra ws 120 wa tt s o n a 110 volt 50/ 60 cycle 

line. Ava ilable for 220/ 240 volts at no addit ional cost . 

Loud Speaker: 10", permanent magnet , dynami c with enc losed 

baffle . 

Mounting: Re inforced carryi ng case covered in dark gre y leather­

ette, equipped with c hromium plated locks and leather handles . 

Panel, gra y enamel. 

Operating Dimensions end Weight: Ampl ifier , case closed 23 1/i " x 

12 '" x20 " (60x31x51 c m. ) . Weight 57 lbs.,(26 kg .) 

Shipping Dimensions and Weight. One case measu ri ng 351fi" x26" x 

16" (90x66x41 cm.). Weight 78 lbs . (35 kg . ) . 

PRICE CODE 

RUBER 

RUTAL 

ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 31 
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Presto Type 92-A Recording Amplifier 

Front View 

JHE Presto 92-A amplifier has been developed from the 
well known model 88-A which has proven so satisfactory 

as a recording amplifier. The 92-A has a vertically mounted 
chassis giving access to the tubes from the rear of the 
relay rack. The front panel of the 92-A is removable while 
the amplifier remains in the rack, giving access to circuits, 
resistors, capacitors, etc . 

One meter and a selector switch serve to indicate, vari-

Front View, Panel Removed 

ously, output level of the amplifier and plate currents of 
each of the tubes. Four push-buttons select any of the 
following recording characteristics: Flat response, 20-
17,000 CPS; 78 RPM lateral; NAB lateral; and NAB 
vertical. 

The output stage is unusual having four 807's in push-pull 
parallel, and provides ample peak power at low distortion . 

The frequency response of 20 to 17,000 cps within I & 
exceeds present frequency modulation standards. 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Frequency Response: Push buttons (left to right): 1-
20-17,000 cps within I db; position 2-complements 78 
RPM lateral playback system having preemphasis as used 
by many recording studios; position 3 - complements 
NAB lateral playback system; position 4-complements 
NAB vertical playback system. 

lmpedan,ces: Input either 500 ohms or 15,000 ohms for 
bridging as specified by purchaser. Output 500, 250, 15 
or 6 ohms as specified by purchaser. 

Gain: For 500 ohm input; 83 db . For 15,000 ohm input 
bridging a 500 ohm line, 68 db. 

Power Output: 60 watts. 

Distortion: Less than 11f2 % at 50 watts output. 

Noise Level: Better than 60 db below level required for 
recording using the Presto 1-D cutter. 
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Controls: A step-type gain control; a push button switch 
to change frequency response ; and, a selector switch to 
measure output level (at I 000 cps) and plate currents of 
each tube. The meter is not used for monitoring purposes. 

Power Supply: Built-in. 

Tube Complement: I type 6SF5, I type 6SN7GT, 2 
type 6SJ7, 4 type 307, 2 type 5R4GY and I OD3/VR 150. 

Power Requirements: Draws 190 watts on I 17 volts 
50/ 60 cycle line. Available for other voltages and fre­
quencies at additional cost. 

Finish: Panel, two-tone gray enamel. 

Operating Dimensions: The amplifier and power supply 
are mounted on a 14" x 19" (36 x 48 cm.) relay rack panel. 
Depth behind panel is IO" (25 cm.). Weight 84 lbs. (38 
kg .). 

Shipping Dimensions: 17" x 25" x 13 " (43 x 63 x 33 
cm.). Weight I 05 lbs. (47 kg.). 
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Presto 39-A and 39-B Preamplifier 

THE Presto 39-A or 39-B preamplifier is a three 
channel mixing preamplifier designed to drive 

Presto recording amplifiers. Individual amplifica­
tion in each channel is provided and electronic 
mixing is done at a sufficiently high level to elimi­
nate noise from the volume controls. These con­
trols are high quality step-type pads assuring 
quiet, trouble-free operation. 

The Presto 39-A is an extremely compact port­
able amplifier weighing about twenty pounds. Its 
power supply is obtained from the recording 
amplifier or a separate source. Cords and con­
nectors are provided for this purpose. 

The 39-B is constructed with a 19" panel for 
standard relay rack mounting. Switches to select 
30/ 50 or 200 ohms are provided. Power is ob­
tained from the recording amplifier or from a 
separate source. 

39-A Preamplifier 

39-B Preamplifier 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Frequency Response: ± 0.75 db 30-15,000 cps. 

Impedances: 39-A input wired for either 50, 200 or 500 
ohms; 39-B input wired for 30/ 50 and 200 ohms; 39 A/ B 
output wired for either 50 , 200 or 500 ohms. (500 ohms 
standard .) 

Gain: 43 db through any channel. 

Noise: 72 dbm (0 dbm = 0.001 watt). 

Power Supply Required: 250-300 volts at 8 ma; 6.1 
volts at 1.2 amps. 

Tube Complement: 3 types 6SJ7 and I type 6J5. 

PRESTO RECORDING CORPORATION 
NEW YORK, U. S. A. 

ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 
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Presto Type 160-A and 160-B Automatic Equalizers 

. r~E PRESTO automatic equalizer provides the only 

practical means for keeping the response of 33 ½ RPM 
recordings uniform throughout. With close supervision a 

skilled operator can produce similar results by manual 

operation but this is seldom possible in a busy recording 

• studio or broadcasting station. For this reason the Presto 

automatic equalizer is used in practically all studios that 

produce high quality electrical transcriptions. 

In recording at 33½ RPM there is a progressive attenua-

TYPE 40-A AND B PREAMPLIFIERS 

These preamplifiers are intended for use with Presto re­

cording amplifiers. They are similar to the recording am­
plifier in appearance and have the same frequency 
response. The _40-B amplifier is mounted on a relay rack 

panel. The 40-A amplifier is mounted in ll carrying case 
and contains a switch for changing the input impedance 
to use a 50, 200 or 500 ohm microphone. 

Gain: 50 db. 

Tube Complement: One 6-J-7, One 6-S-J-7. 

Impedance: Input 50/ 200/ 500 ohms. Output 500 ohms. 

Operating Dimensions and Weight: Type 40-A case closed 
15" x 8" x IO" (38 x 20 x 25 cm.). Weight 18 lbs. (8 kg.). 

Type 40-B 19" x 51/-4" x 8" (48 x 13 x 20 cm.). IO lbs. (5 kg .). 

Shipping Weight: 30 lbs. ( 14 kg.). 
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tion of the higher frequencies as the radius of the groove 
becomes smaller, because the linear speed of the record 
past the needle becomes slower. 

These losses can only be compensated for by artificially 
increasing the amplitude of the higher frequencies while 
recording. The Presto automatic equalizer holds the input 
to the cutting head at a constant level and at the same 
time continuously alters the frequency response of the 

amplifier to correct for the attenuation which occurs on 
playback. 

TYPE DESCRIPTION PRICE CODE 

40-A Portable preamplifier RAMPE 

40-8 Rack mounting preamplifier RABIT 
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PRESTO TYPE 125-A MICROSCOPE 
A LL experie nced record ing eng inee rs ma ks 11 t est cut 

before reco rd ing. They exam ine t he cut under a 

microscope to dete rmine the co nd it ion of the cu tt ing 

need le a nd d isc and to judge the depth and qual it y of 

t he reco rd groove . 

The 125-A microscope g ives a magnifi cation of 40 t imes 

and shows 7 grooves in perfect focus. It shows clearly 

the defects in a groove caused by an imperfect cutting 

needle and magnifies the groove and wall enough to en­

a b le the use r to judge qu ickly the ratio of groove to 

wall width. The 125-A microscope is furnished complete 

wi th a heavy cast iron extension bracket, mounting post, 

lamp, reflector and step down transformer. It can be 

installed on any 16" Presto recording turntable. 

Shipping Weight: IO lbs . (4.5 kg.). TYPE 

125-A 

DESCRIPTION PRICE 

Mic:rosc:ope 

PRESTO REPLACEMENT PARTS 
TYPE 

5-A 

102-E 

103-E 

104-A 

105-A 

116-N 

127-A 
127-B 

128-N 

131-A 

131-B 

131-C 

DESCRIPTION PRICE CODE TYPE DESCRIPTION 

Cutting head for model K BABOT 131-D Spring, c:ounterbelenc:e, for 

rec:order model K 
Idler wheel, 78 RPM, for 6-N BACEL 145-A Motor for 8-N table 

table 146-A Motor for 6-N table 
Idler wheel, 33½ RPM, for 6-N BADIM 147-A Motor for 75-A end 62-A 

table tables 
Idler wheel, 78 RPM, for 8-N BAFAR 148-A Motor for model K rec:order 

table 150-C Pic:kup for 8-N, 6-N tables 

Idler wheel, 33½ RPM, for 8-N BAGET 150-D Pic:kup for model K rec:order 
table 150-E Pic:kup for 75-A 
Overhead feed mec:henism (p. BAILE 
1015-A) 220-A Grommet motor mounting, Set 

Rubber tire for 75-A table BAJRE 230-A Pulley, motor drive, for 8-N 

Rubber tire for model K re- BAKER table 
c:order 230-B Pulley, motor drive, for 6-N 
Overhead feed mec:henism (p. BALLY table 
1013-A) 230-C Pulley, motor drive, for 75-A 
Spring, c:ounterbelenc:e, for 8-N BAMPF table 
table 
Spring, c:ounterbel•nc:e, for 6-N BANTE 230-D Pulley, motor drive, for 62-A 

table table 

Spring, c:ounterbelenc:e, for 75-A BAPPY 231-A Pulley, motor drive, for model 

t•ble K 

FEED SCREWS FOR 8N AND 6N RECORDERS 
Additional or replacement feed screws may be obtained for the 

SN and 6N recorders. Specify type number 32A and give the model 
of the recorder with which the feed screw is to be used, direction of 
feed and number of lines-per-inch desired. 

PRICE 

CODE 

MICRO 

CODE 

BAQUE 

BARRE 
BASTA 
BATHE 

BAUVE 
BAVLA 
BAWLO 
BAWHI 
BAXXE 
BAYER 

BAZLU 

BEATH 

BEBBO 

BECON 
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Presto Type 300-A Re-Recording Equipment 

300-A EQUIPMENT ON MODEL "K" RECORDER 

The 300-A equipment may also be used with the Presto 
model K-8 recorder to play 16", 33½ RPM electrical 
transcriptions. 

Standard Equipment: The complete 300-A equipment 
consists of a 140-A turntable, 141-A magnetic pickup and 
142-A pickup pedestal. 

Frequency Response: Pickup 70 to 7,500 cycles. 

Impedance: Pickup 2,000 ohms. 

Finish: Gray enamel. 

Shipping Weight: 25 lbs. ( I I kg.). 

The type 300-A re-recording equipment consists of an 
auxiliary turntable, which mounts on top of the record­
ing turntable and an external pickup mounted on a 

pedestal. For re-recording or dubbing the 300-A equip­
ment has several important advantages over a separately 
driven turntable. I) The rotation of the recording and 
playing turntables is locked together so that the playing 
time and pitch of the duplicate record are identical with 
the original. 2) No wows or wavers can be introduced 
during the re-recording since any variation in speed will 
occur simultaneously on both tables. 3) It is less expen­
sive than a second complete turntable. 

TYPE DESCRIPTION PRICE CODE 

-·---
300-A Complete re-recording equipment RUBAB 

140-A Turnteble, only RUCEL 

141-A Pickup, only RUFFE 

142-A Pickup Pedestel, only RUTAR 

PRESTO RECORDING CORPORATION 
NEW YORK, U. S. A. 
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